
  

Pastor’s Thoughts 
Liturgical Year 2023 - The Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Does God Have Taste Buds? 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ & Friends of St. John Vianney: 
 

Earlier this past week I was texting with my elder sisters (Carol & Joan), about our mother Mary Mayovsky.  Mom 

would have turned age 93 this past February 1st.. She died of complications from lung cancer 21 years ago at age 72. 

Of the many fond memories that Carol, Joan and I shared with each other we chatted about our mom’s cooking and 

her signature food dishes and desserts that she prepared: lasagne, pot roast, spare ribs, cabbage rolls, shrimp cocktail, 

applesauce loaf cake, biscotti and povitica, and of course her wonderful chocolate chip cookies. Our mom was by no 

means a chef or a foodie gourmet and her cooking was frankly bland. But the dishes she  prepared she made with 

love, and because of that they tasted delicious (except when she made pickled pigs feet)!  
 

Do you think God has taste buds? This is not a silly question. The Bible is filled with stories of salvation, sustenance, 

and renewal that employ images of food and drink. If God has taste buds, this upcoming Sunday’s Gospel is a good 

indication that God likes things that taste delicious and are well seasoned. In the Gospel, Jesus likens us to be 

salt...seasoning for the earth; and he likens taste to be faith. He admonishes us not to lose our taste. He warns us to 

be vigilant about faith: “You are the salt of the earth. But if salt loses its taste, with what can it be seasoned? 

It is no longer good for anything but to be thrown out and trampled underfoot.” (Mt. 5:13-14) Salt is both a 

preservative and a seasoning. Too much salt destroys and masks a food’s taste and flavor. Too little salt renders it 

bland and tasteless. But the right amount of salt primes its taste and flavor. We savor and enjoy things more when 

they are seasoned well and prepared well. 
 

Preparing for Lent: Lent will be here in just a few weeks (February 22nd is Ash Wednesday). Now is the time to 

begin preparing. Preparing for Lent ahead of time helps us to savor the season with anticipation, attentiveness, and 

generosity. Byzantine Catholics and Orthodox Christians prepare for Lent three weeks prior by fasting from meat 

and dairy products. While this is not a custom of Roman Catholics, I love what it represents...to plan and prepare for 

Lent ahead of time. To that end, I remind you again to plan to attend and participate in our parish Lenten Mission 

upcoming at the beginning of Lent.  
 

Lenten Mission/Retreat: February 25-March 1, 2023 led by Dominican Father Bart Hutcherson, OP  

In order for the Mission to be a prayerful experience and a spiritual blessing, it will require your prayer and your 

participation. First, pray for yourself and pray for our parish family; that the Mission will be a blessing that will help 

you to begin Lent well and keep Lent holy. Second, plan to come to the Mission! While more details will follow 

next weekend, we will need people to assist in different ways...for instance to bake and bring cookies for hospitality 

after each retreat conference Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday. There will be other ways to assist as well. 
 

Mission Schedule: The Mission Retreat will begin with the weekend Masses on Sat/Sun. Feb. 25/26. Then there will 

be two Spiritual Conferences each day Monday – Wednesday (one in the morning and one in the evening). The 

Morning Conference will begin with Mass at 10:00am and conclude with Coffee/Cookies in the Social Hall. The 

Evening Conference will begin at 7:00pm (No Mass), and conclude with Coffee & Cookies as well. The Evening 

Conference is a repeat of the Morning Conference. I also hope that we can provide childcare. Pre-Lent preparation 

(like praying for the Lenten Mission and coming to it) creates a sense of holy longing and anticipation. It gets us 

tuned up and ready for the challenge of Lent. It heightens our spiritual taste buds, and salts them to taste with faith. 
 

I don’t know if God has taste buds, but one thing I do know is that God has good taste. He savors us.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

 

May God’s peace, joy and love be with you. 

Fr. David    

Positivity, Relator, Futuristic, Developer, Empathy 

Personal Religious Faith Demands Engagement! 


